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Problem-Solving Planner 
 

By the time you finish this planner, you will have... 

1. Identified one or two problems you want to solve dealing with the 

global goal 

2. Brainstorm solutions involving a movement, invention, and innovation 

3. Reflect on which solution you are most interested in 

4. Outline a summary on your solution, materials needed, and how you 

will make a measurable impact  

Tip: This is a planning sheet, nothing is “set in stone”! You can adjust 

your plans as you think more about the project, but right now, let's get 

those gears turning in that brain of yours! 
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Research Potential Problems to Solve (25-60 minutes) 

Tip: This is one of the most important parts of the process, take your time and find something that 

truly engages you! 

Resources 

a. Utilize the UN Global Goals information website, each goal has individual targets that help 

narrow down specific problems to solve! 

b. Global Goals website has a “take action” page, check it out and see if anything sticks out 

to you! 

b. There’s an app for that! The global goals app: SDGs in Action allows you to focus in on 

your global goal, see what others are doing to help, and get inspired! 

c. Location, Location, Location!  Is there a place in the world that catches your attention? 

Somewhere you want to go someday? Somewhere where you want to make a difference? 

Sometimes finding a location can help you narrow down what problems need to be 

solved for that place. There may be problems to solve in your own home town!   

a. Google search: help ________ (enter the place of interest that you want to help in 

the blank). For example: help Antarctica; Example: help Michigan 

d. Maybe you don’t know a location, but you know what goal you’d like to focus on. Use this 

to your advantage, the information is out there! 

a. Google search: places in the world that need __________ (fill in the blank with the 

global goal of interest). Example: places in the world that need clean water; places 

in the world that need education. 

Tip: use the notes box below to take notes and copy links that interest you as you 

investigate what problem you’d like to solve. 

 

Global Goal  Location  Problem  Website 
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Narrow Down a Problem to Focus On (15-45 minutes) 

1. Compare and contrast the different problems on a sheet of paper, you can also use a 

graphic organizer of your choice if that helps (examples below) 

2. Brainstorm possible innovations, inventions, or movements that could help solve the 

problems 

3. Highlight the ones that you are most interested in 

4. Reflect and make a decision 

 

  

 

Reflect (15- 

30 minutes) 

Tip: Have your graphic organizer nearby while you complete this section. 

Bonus! Take a picture of your graphic organizer and upload it here on the google doc!  

 

Now you’re ready to reflect, remember this worksheet is really important because it makes you 

slow down and think about what really matters to you. You will be focusing your attention 100% 

towards your idea, so you want to make sure it is the right choice for you! 

Looking at your graphic organizer and thinking about what you’ve researched so far, it is time to 

decide what problem you want to solve and if you want to do an invention, innovation, or 

movement.   

Some may ask about combining different goals and ideas. The answer is YES. You can work 

towards two or more goals combined. For example, a water purification system that runs on solar 

panels could be considered goals 6 (clean water), 7 (clean energy), and 11 (sustainable cities).   

Try to keep to one focus on your solution. Try not to combine innovations, inventions, and 

movements, they are big enough as is. Plus, you can always do another project later!   

Reflect and fill out the table below! Great job for getting this far! 
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Problem and Location 
What problem are you solving 

and where is the problem 
located? 

Solution 
(innovation, invention, 

movement?) What do you 
plan on doing about it?  

Goals 
What UN Global Goals are 

connected with your project? 
(can be more than one) 

     

Brainstorm a Solution (15- 30 minutes) 

There are no limits to your creativity!  You now know a problem to solve, a global goal to focus 

on, and what kind of solution (innovation, invention, movement).  The coolest thing about this 

project is that there are so many ways to show you made a difference. Don’t forget your solution 

has to be measurable, so here is where you will think about that aspect.  

Tip: You may have an excellent idea on an invention or innovation but may think, “I don’t know 

how to build it” or “I don’t have the supplies”.  That’s okay! Ask our community for support! 

 

Solution  (what can you do to make a difference?):  

 

Solution Materials  (what are some things you need to make that difference?): 

 

Measurability (in the end, how will you prove you made a difference?):  
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Congratulations! 

Now you have the foundation to execute an organized 

action plan to help make a measurable difference. Share 

your story and get support and feedback from other 

ambitious action-takers like yourself! 

Click Here for Level 6!  
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