
 

 

  

 

Create a solid foundation:  

Intro to concepts are involved with sustainability (40 min) 

Overview & Purpose 
 
Students build prior knowledge by investigating sustainability through the lens of the 17-
sustainable development goals. Sustainability is comprehensive of social, economic, and 
environmental factors. It is important that misconceptions on sustainability and what it 
represents is clarified before moving on in the unit.  Appropriate age group: 10-18 

Student Learning 
Goal 

Students will be able to 
organize the UN global goals 
into the categories of social, 
economic, and environmental. 

Education Standards 

Environment, people and issues concerning 
sustainability pg,153 
(http://malmo.se/download/18.29c3b78a132728ecb5
2800034181/pdf2687.pdf) 

Materials Needed 

1. Class set of SDG cards 
2. Desk/floor space 
3. Dry erase boards/markers 

Lesson Activity 

10 Minutes: Classroom Discussion 
Social? Economic? Environmental? What do these mean? 

1. Economy: simplified to production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services 

along with transferring of wealth/money. A healthy economy circulates wealth within the 

society. (see appendix A)  

a. Ask students to turn and talk to a partner about what life experiences they can 

connect in the theme of economics (discussions vary depending on age).  
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b. Have students share out examples on production, consumption, and transferring 

of money. 

2. Social: Social factors involve human-human interaction.  This could involve 

socioeconomic status, lifestyle, religion, political beliefs, education, history, 

communication, and prior experiences. 

a. Prompt students to talk with a partner and ask “why does social media use the 

word “social”?  

b. Have students break down the meaning of social media and have a few students 

share what their partner said. References can be found in Appendix B. 

3. Environmental: Environmental factors in this context refer to anything that is connected 

to the natural world.  Inclusive from anything living (plants and animals) or non-living 

(rocks and minerals) to climate and natural disasters. 

a. Prompt students to share out examples of problems they may know that involve 

the environment.  Write some on the board and ask students to raise their hand if 

they have similar prior knowledge. For example: polar ice-caps melting causing 

polar bears to lose habitat and go hungry.  

b. The purpose of this activity is to bring to attention that environmental problems 

have been around for a long time and almost everyone can connect with an 

example.  

 

15 Minutes:  Global Goals Sort 

Take out the class sets of global goal cards. Group students together (no more than 4 per 

group) and give them a set of cards to sort into three categories.  

1. Students should have enough space to set out the cards into three piles. These three 

piles can be side by side or sorted like a ven-diagram.  

c. Some students may have difficulty sorting one into a specific category, that is 

okay! Allow them to place cards in-between to represent their thinking. 

d. Optional: you can have cut-outs of the worlds Social, Environmental, and 

Economic to help students organize (better for younger students). 

2. Allow 15 minutes to sort, while students are sorting, ensure you ask some students the 

reasoning behind why they placed a certain goal under a category.   
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3. If they are having trouble or arguing over where to put a goal, use those discussions as 

opportunity.  The beauty of the goals is that everyone can interpret them in their own 

way, there is no right or wrong way to organize and sort because, as number 17 

emphasizes, they are all entry points to other goals (more on this in a later lesson).  

10 Minutes: Reflection and feedback 

Utilize the last 5 minutes to allow students to walk around with three sticky notes (or small 

pieces of paper). That paper is their feedback paper. They will start their papers with the 

following prompts. 

a. Note 1: I agree with this because …. 

b. Note 2: I respect your decision, but I would change this because… 

c. Note 3: I am wondering why….  

 

1. Students are given 10 minutes to walk around and compare the results of different 

groups. They think about commonalities and differences and need to give three pieces 

of feedback total. Encourage students to put a note on different groups (instead of all on 

one) 

2. When there is about 2 minutes left, students return to their area and discuss their 

feedback.  

5 Minutes: Reflection and feedback 

3. Come back to the learning goal: Students will be able to organize the UN global goals 

into the categories of social, economic, and environmental.  

4. Misconception with sustainability: many individuals think about one category in regards 

to sustainability, but the reality is it involves all three of these components, and the goals 

are extremely interconnected. Sustainability is a huge concept to understand, but now 

there is awareness of it involving social, economic, and environmental factors.  
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Appendix A:  

 

 

 

Appendix B:  

 

 

Appendix C: Social Media Defined: online communications channels dedicated to 
community-based input, interaction, content-sharing and collaboration. 

Feedback/Notes:  
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